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Agenda item #1  

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

June 20, 2017 

MOTION 
Made By: Mr. Stinson, Seconded By:  Mr. Williams 

Action:  Motion Carried, Unanimously   
 

Title:  “Urshel E. Miller, Sr. Memorial Bridge”  
Commemorative Naming of the bridge on Route 649, Elswick Bridge Road over the 

Holston River, Smyth County 
 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors wants to honor the life and service 

of Urshel E. Miller, Sr.; and 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with § 33.2-213 of the Code of Virginia, the Smyth County 

Board of Supervisors has requested, by resolution, that the Commonwealth Transportation 
Board, to honor the life of Urshel E. Miller, Sr., name the bridge on Route 649, Elswick Bridge 
Road, over the Holston River, Smyth County as the “Urshel E. Miller, Sr. Memorial Bridge”; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Smyth County has agreed to reimburse the 

costs associated with providing and installing the necessary signs.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to § 33.2-213 of the Code of 

Virginia, the Commonwealth Transportation Board hereby names the bridge on Route 649, Elswick 
Bridge Road, over the Holston River, Smyth County as the “Urshel E. Miller, Sr. Memorial 
Bridge”; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Department of Transportation is hereby directed to 

fabricate and erect appropriate signs and to invoice Smyth County for the costs related to this 
commemorative naming.  
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CTB Decision Brief 
 

Bridge Naming: “Urshel E. Miller, Sr. Memorial Bridge” 
 
Issue:  Commemorative naming of the bridge on Route 649, Elswick Bridge Road, over the 
Holston River, Smyth County.  

Facts:  Private 1st Class Urshel E. Miller, Sr. was born in September 1928 in Meadowview, 
Virginia.  He served in the United States Army from 1947-1948 including a tour of duty in 
Japan.  He was honorably discharged in Dec 1948 after contracting polio. 

He married Geneva Woodward in 1948 and raised 9 children.  He moved to Chilhowie, Virginia 
in 1963 and bought a home in the Loves Mill area in 1971.  He worked his adult life as an auto 
body technician and continued that work after retirement in a shop at his home.  He also worked 
several years on the Morgan-McClure race team.  

On Feb 14, 2017, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors, wishing to honor the life and service 
of PFC Urshel E. Miller, Sr., passed a resolution requesting the bridge located on Route 649, 
Elswick Bridge Road, over the Holston River, be named the “Urshel E. Miller, Sr. Memorial 
Bridge”.   

Recommendations:  The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) recommends this 
request be approved. 

Action Required by CTB:  The Code of Virginia requires a majority of the CTB members to 
approve a resolution naming the bridge.  A resolution will be provided for the Board’s 
consideration. 

Result if Approved:  The bridge located on Route 649, Elswick Bridge Road, over the Holston 
River, will be known and signed as the “Urshel E. Miller, Sr. Memorial Bridge”.   

In accordance with law, the County will reimburse the costs associated with providing and 
installing the necessary signs and VDOT will invoice accordingly.  

Options: Approve, Deny, or Defer. 

Public Comments/Reactions: VDOT is not aware of any opposition to this proposal. 
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