
Commonwealth Transportation Board 
Shannon Valentine      1401 East Broad Street        (804) 786-2701 
Chairperson         Richmond, Virginia 23219 Fax:  (804) 786-2940 

Agenda item # 2 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

December 5, 2018 

MOTION 

Made By: Mr. Malbon, Seconded By:  Mr. Williams 
Action: Motion Carried, Unanimously 

Title:  Location Approval for the Skiffes Creek Connector 

WHEREAS, an Environmental Assessment (EA) was developed  to study alternatives to 
the original location and design of the Skiffes Creek Connector project in eastern James City 
County, as required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and was approved by the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on June 13, 2018; and  

WHEREAS, in accordance with the statutes of the Commonwealth of Virginia and 
policies of the CTB, a Location Public Hearing was held in James City County on July 18, 2018 
at James River Elementary School for the purpose of considering these alternatives and their 
potential impacts as documented in the EA; and 

WHEREAS, proper notice was given in advance, and all those present were given a full 
opportunity to express their opinions and recommendations on the alternatives under 
consideration, and their statements have been duly recorded; and  

WHEREAS, the economic, social, and environmental effects of the evaluated 
alternatives have been examined and given proper consideration and this evidence, along with all 
other, has been carefully documented in the EA approved by FHWA; and 

WHEREAS, James City County has endorsed Build Alternative 1, as identified in the 
EA, as the Preferred Alternative and the project is consistent with the region’s 2040 Long Range 
Transportation Plan; and 



Resolution of the Board 
Location Approval for the Skiffes Creek Connector  
December 5, 2018 
Page 2 of 2 

WHEREAS, collaboration among VDOT, FHWA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  resulted in the recommendation for Build 
Alternative 1 to be identified as the Preferred Alternative.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the location of this project be approved 
as presented under Build Alternative 1 in the EA. 

#### 



Commonwealth Transportation Board  
 Decision Brief 
December 5, 2018 

Location Approval for the Skiffes Creek Connector 
State Project Number: 0060-047-627, P101, R201, C501; UPC 100200 

Issue:  The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) seeks approval of proposed Build 
Alternative 1 as set forth on page 30 of the Skiffes Creek Connector Study, Environmental Assessment 
(EA)– June 2018.8 from the Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) pursuant to Virginia Code 
33.2-208. 

Facts:  The proposed Skiffes Creek Connector is located in eastern James City County, Virginia. In 
2012, VDOT initiated an EA for the project to study alternatives to the original location and design of 
the roadway as required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  Based on federal agency 
input related to the connected nature between the project and another project (Relocation of Route 60), 
coupled with the lack of funding to advance either project, the EA study was put on hold. In 2017, a mix 
of SmartScale and Hampton Roads Transportation Planning Organization (HRTPO) funding was 
identified to advance the project.  

With funding in place, the EA was restarted and included input and involvement from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), and a number of 
other federal, state, and local agencies with interest in and purview over the project. The study evaluates 
two build alternatives with total cost estimates of $41.7 million and $49.5 million, respectively.  

The Department held Citizen Information Meetings in November 2017 and February 2018. The EA was 
approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on June 13, 2018 and published for public 
review on June 18, 2018. The public and the project team reviewed and discussed the EA and the 
different alignments under consideration at a Location Public Hearing that was held on July 28, 2018. 
The public was notified of these meetings and review opportunities through press releases, media 
advertisements, web site announcements, and mailings. Per state code, all properties within the study 
area corridors received mailings announcing the EA document availability and the Location Public 
Hearing 30 days prior to the Location Public Hearing and a public comment period was open through 
the date of the hearing. Maps, drawings, and other location studies data were presented for public review 
at the meetings and the hearing, and citizen comments were received and reviewed. Comments received 
on the EA will be responded to when VDOT requests a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) from 
the FHWA. The FONSI will be requested following CTB action.     

Recommendation: 
Based on the findings of the EA and comments received during the public review, the Department 
recommends that Build Alternative 1 be approved as the location of this project. The recommendation is 
based on the following factors: 

 Build Alternative 1 is endorsed by James City County and is consistent with previous county plans
and SmartScale application;
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 USACE and USEPA have concurred with this recommendation;
 Build Alternative 1 has a preliminary cost estimate of $41.7 million and the HRTPO long range

transportation plan includes $50 million for the project.

Action required by the CTB: 
Approve a Resolution adopting Build Alternative 1 as presented in the EA for the Project. 

Result, if Approved:  VDOT will proceed with steps necessary for finalization of NEPA and advance 
with procurement activities. 

Options: Approve, deny, or defer. 

Public Comments/Reactions:  All respondents at the July 28, 2018 Location Public Hearing supported 
Build Alternative 1.  The CTB was briefed on public comments during its October 2018 workshop.   
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County Administration
1O1-D Mounts Bay Road

P.O. Box 8784
Williamsburg, VA 23187-8784

P: 757-253-6728

jamescitycountyva.gov

August 3, 2018

Mr. Scott Smizik
Location Studies Project Manager
Virginia Department of Transportation
Environmental Division
1401 East Broad Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

RE: Skiffes Creek Connector Study: Recommended Preferred Alternative

Dear Mr. Smizik:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the study evaluating potential transportation
improvements between Pocahontas Trail (US 60) and Merrimac Trail (VA 143).

James City County supports Alternative 1 (the Preferred Alternative) that provides an approximate
one-mile two-lane roadway between US 60 and VA 143 . This alternative would tie into US 60 at the
existing US 60/Green Mount Parkway signalized intersection, bridge over Skiffes Creek, the CSXT
railroad, and VA 143, then turn east to connect at a new intersection with VA 143.

The Preferred Alternative improves local connectivity and based on the 2043 forecasts, would create
a well-used efficient connection between VA 143 and US 60. The Preferred Alternative also makes
use of an existing intersection that will provide a safe and efficient connection for all traffic, in
addition to providing an efficient connection to the employment centers and primary truck origin and
destination locations in the study area.

The Preferred Alternative will also allow for alternate routes to be used should crashes or other
backups occur on other primary routes, while still meeting VDOT’s policies for improvements on a
Corridor of Statewide Significance and enhancing the network while still preserving US6O as an
arterial.

Further, based on the Location Public Hearing and the Citizen Information meetings, the public is
also in favor of Alternative 1.

James
City

County
VIRGINIA

Jamestown
1607

__
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Thank you again for your efforts to advance this process and we are looking forward to the
completion of this much needed project.

Sincerely,

William Porter
Interim County Administrator

Cc: James City County Board of Supervisors
Paul Holt, Director of Community Development and Planning
Wali Zaman, Assistant District Location and Design Engineer
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