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Agenda item # 10 

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

 
February 21, 2018 

 
MOTION 

 
Made By: Mr. Stinson, Seconded By:  Mr. Rosen 

Action: Motion Carried, Unanimously 
 

Title: Approval of Proposed Limited Access Control Changes 
(LACCs) for Interstate 81 Exit 17 Interchange Improvements    

Town of Abingdon  
 
 
WHEREAS, on October 4, 1956, the State Highway Commission, predecessor to the 

Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB), designated the Interstate Highway System, 
including I-81, to be Limited Access Highways in accordance with then Article 3, Chapter 1, 
Title 33 of the Code of Virginia of 1950, as amended, and established the limited access line 
locations and limits as “the final locations of said routes, including all necessary grade 
separations, interchanges, ramps, etc.”; and 

  
WHEREAS, proposed State Highway Project 0081-M02-001, P101, R201, C501, B601 

UPC 109419 (“Interstate 81 Exit 17 Interchange Improvements” or “Project”) is to improve the 
traffic flow by improving Interstate I-81 ramp ingress and egress at the intersection of route 75.  
The Project includes construction of a loop to serve I-81 northbound traffic and improvements to 
Route 75 and the relocation of Commerce Drive, the frontage road that parallels the Exit 17 
northbound off ramp. Commerce Drive will be relocated to create space for traffic exiting I-81 
northbound at Exit 17. Gravel Lake Road will be reconstructed and relocated. The limited access 
control areas will need to be altered to accommodate these changes; and 
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WHEREAS, a Design Public Hearing was held at Virginia Highlands Small Business 
Incubator at 851 French Moore Jr. Blvd in Abingdon, VA 22554 on Thursday November 2, 2017 
between 6:00 pm and 8:00 pm for the purpose of considering the Project; and 
 

WHEREAS, proper notice of the Design Public Hearing was given in advance, and all 
those present were given a full opportunity to express their opinions and recommendations for or 
against the proposed project as presented, their statements being duly recorded; and 

 
WHEREAS, the economic, social and environmental effects of the proposed project 

have been duly examined and given proper consideration, and this evidence, along with all other,  
has been carefully reviewed; and 

 
WHEREAS, the traffic analysis for the project was completed by VDOT and is part of 

the IMR (Interchange Modification Report) that was approved by FHWA on May 3, 2017; and 
 
WHEREAS, this project is in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) requirements and a Categorical Exclusion was developed in cooperation with the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in accordance with federal guidelines and it has been 
determined that the proposed project will not have any significant environmental impacts; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Manager of Abington has, by letter dated December 20, 2017, 
endorsed the Project and limited access changes as presented; and 

 
WHEREAS, the FHWA has provided approval for State Highway Project 0081-M02-

001, P101,R201, C501, B601 UPC 109419 and the proposed LACC by letter dated January 16, 
2018; and 

 
WHEREAS, this project is located in an attainment area for all the National Ambient Air 

Quality Standards and therefore the regional conformity requirements do not apply; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Chief Engineer has determined that the proposed change will not 

adversely affect the safety or operation of the highways; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Department has reviewed the requested change and determined that all 

requirements of 24 VAC 30-401-20 have been met; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in accordance with section 33.2-401 of the 

Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, and 24 VAC 30-401-20, the CTB hereby finds and concurs 
with the determinations and recommendations made by VDOT and approves the limited access 
control change as recommended by VDOT and as shown on the Limited Access Exhibit.   
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commissioner of Highways is hereby 
authorized to take all actions and execute any and all documents needed to comply with this 
resolution.   
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