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Item # 2 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

May 15, 2019 

MOTION 
 

Made By: Ms. Hynes, Seconded By:  Mr. Yates 
Action: Motion Carried, Unanimously 

 
Title:  Highway Naming: Renaming U.S. Route 1 and VA Route 110 in Arlington County 

from “Jefferson Davis Highway” to “Richmond Highway” 
 
WHEREAS, the Arlington County Board of Supervisors has requested that the portion 

of Jefferson Davis Highway  (U.S. Route 1 and VA Route 110) that lies within the borders of 
Arlington County be renamed; and   

 
WHEREAS, on June 23, 2018, the Alexandria City Council adopted an ordinance 

changing the name of U.S. Route 1 within the Alexandria City limits from “Jefferson Davis 
Highway” to “Richmond Highway”, effective January 1, 2019; and   

 
WHEREAS, the portion of U.S. Route 1 located in Fairfax County is also named 

“Richmond Highway”; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Arlington County Board of Supervisors seeks a name change for the 

portion of U.S. Route 1 and VA Route 110 located in Arlington to avoid confusion and to 
promote consistency in the name of U.S. Route 1 in the three jurisdictions, the city of Alexandria 
and counties of Arlington and Fairfax; and  

 
WHEREAS, § 33.2-213 of the Code of Virginia provides that Commonwealth 

Transportation Board (CTB) shall have the power and duty to give suitable names to state 
highways, bridges, interchanges, and other transportation facilities and change the names of any 
highways, bridges, interchanges, or other transportation facilities forming a part of the systems of 
state highway; and  
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WHEREAS, § 33.2-213 of the Code of Virginia provides that no name shall be given to 
any state highway, bridge, interchange, or other transportation facility by the CTB unless and 
until the CTB receives from the governing body of the locality within which a portion of the 
facility to be named is located a resolution of that governing body requesting such naming, 
except in such cases where a private entity has requested the naming; and 

 
WHEREAS, § 33.2-213 of the Code of Virginia provides further, that the Virginia 

Department of Transportation (VDOT) shall place and maintain appropriate signs indicating the 
names of highways, bridges, interchanges, and other transportation facilities named by the CTB 
and requires that the costs of producing, placing, and maintaining such signs shall be paid by the 
localities in which they are located or by the private entity whose name is attached to the 
transportation facility so named; and 

 
WHEREAS, while the General Assembly, in Chapter 286 of the 1922 Virginia Acts of 

Assembly, named U.S. Route 1 “the Jefferson Davis Highway”, the Virginia Attorney General’s 
Office has opined in an advisory opinion dated March 21, 2019 (AG Opinion) that the CTB 
“may change the name of those portions of Jefferson Davis Highway located in Arlington 
County, provided that its Board of Supervisors adopts a resolution requesting the renaming”; and 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with § 33.2-213 of the Code of Virginia and the AG Opinion, 
Arlington County has requested, by resolution dated April 25, 2019, that the CTB rename the 
portion of Jefferson Davis Highway located within Arlington County, as “Richmond Highway” 
or in the alternative, “Richmond Boulevard”; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Arlington County Board of Supervisors has reached out to residents and 

businesses along Jefferson Davis Highway and held a public hearing seeking public comments 
regarding the proposed re-naming; and 

 
WHEREAS, renaming the portion of Jefferson Davis Highway located within Arlington 

County as “Richmond Highway”, rather than “Richmond Boulevard”, would render the name of 
U.S. Route 1 and VA Route 110 consistent among the three localities and reduce confusion 
among travelers; and 
 

WHEREAS, Arlington County has agreed to pay VDOT for the costs of producing, 
placing, and maintaining the signs calling attention to this naming. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to § 33.2-213 of the Code of 
Virginia and the AG Opinion dated March 21, 2019, the CTB hereby renames the section of 
Jefferson Davis Highway (U.S. Route 1 and VA Route 110) located within Arlington County as  
“Richmond Highway”; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that VDOT is directed to produce, place, and maintain 

the signs calling attention to this naming, and secure payment from Arlington County for these 
costs as required by law. 

#### 



CTB Decision Brief 
Highway Naming:  Renaming U.S. Route 1 and VA Route 110 in Arlington County from 

“Jefferson Davis Highway” to “Richmond Highway” 
 
Issue: Arlington County has requested approval of the Commonwealth Transportation Board 
(CTB) for the re-naming of U.S. Route 1 and VA Route 110 within the County of Arlington 
from "Jefferson Davis Highway” to “Richmond Highway” or in the alternative, if the CTB so 
chooses, to “Richmond Boulevard”. 
 
Facts:  The Arlington County Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution on April 25, 2019, 
requesting that the CTB rename Jefferson Davis Highway within the County of Arlington to 
“Richmond Highway” or in the alternative, “Richmond Boulevard”.  The Alexandria City 
Council voted on June 23, 2018, to adopt an ordinance changing the name of U.S. Route 1 from 
“Jefferson Davis Highway” within the Alexandria City limits to “Richmond Highway”, effective 
January 1, 2019.  In addition, the portion of U.S. Route 1 located in Fairfax County is named 
“Richmond Highway”.  The Arlington County Board of Supervisors seeks the name change to 
avoid confusion and to promote consistency in the name of U.S. Route 1 in the three 
jurisdictions, the City of Alexandria and the Counties of Arlington and Fairfax. 

The General Assembly, in Chapter 286 of the 1922 Virginia Acts of Assembly, named U.S. 
Route 1 “the Jefferson Davis Highway”.  The Virginia Attorney General’s Office stated in an 
advisory opinion (AG Opinion) on March 21, 2019 that the CTB “may change the name of those 
portions of Jefferson Davis Highway located in Arlington County, provided that its Board of 
Supervisors adopts a resolution requesting the renaming.” 

Both the Arlington County Board of Supervisors Resolution and the AG Opinion have been 
attached to this Decision Brief. 

Recommendations: The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) advises, that if the 
CTB deems renaming of Route 1 and VA Route 110 (Jefferson Davis Highway) in Arlington 
County to be appropriate, the name “Richmond Highway” may be preferable over “Richmond 
Boulevard” for purposes of consistency. 
 
Action Required by CTB: The Code of Virginia, § 33.2-213, requires a majority of the CTB 
members to approve a resolution naming a highway or bridge, as appropriate. A resolution will 
be provided for the CTB’s consideration. 
 
Result if Approved: The section of Jefferson Davis Highway within Arlington County will be 
renamed, as requested by Arlington County.  In accordance with § 33.2-213 of the Code of 
Virginia, Arlington County agrees and will be required to pay the costs of producing, placing, 
and maintaining the signs calling attention to this naming.   
 
Options: Approve, Deny, or Defer. 
 
Public Comments/Reactions: VDOT is not aware of any opposition to this proposal.  
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