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RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
 

September 18, 2019  
 

MOTION 
 

Made By: Mr. Dodson, Seconded By:  Mr. Rucker 
Action: Motion Carried, Unanimously 

 
Title: Location Approval for the Route 311 Connector 

 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the § 33.2-208 of the Code of Virginia and the policies 
and regulations of the Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB), including 24 VAC 30-380-
10, a Location Public Hearing was held in the City of Danville, on June 6, 2019 at the Brosville 
Elementary School for the purpose of considering alternative alignments to the preferred alignment 
of the Route 311 Connector, as shown in Attachment A, and their potential impacts; and   
 

WHEREAS, proper notice of the public hearing and the potential alignments to be 
considered was given in advance, and all those present were given a full opportunity to 
express their opinions and recommendations on the alternatives under consideration, and their 
statements have been duly recorded; and 

 
WHEREAS, the economic, social and environmental effects of the evaluated alternative 

alignments have been examined and given proper consideration and this evidence, along with all 
other relevant evidence has been carefully reviewed; and 

 
            WHEREAS, Pittsylvania County, the City of Danville and the Danville Metropolitan 
Planning Organization have all adopted resolutions or sent written  support for this project, which 
are provided as Attachment B; and 
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WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT’s) Environmental 
Division has completed environmental reviews and coordination to identify environmental 
resources in the project vicinity, provide natural and historic resource agencies an opportunity to  
review and comment on the project during development, determine the potential for 
environmental impacts upon the local community and surrounding area and identifies 
opportunities for avoidance and minimization of potential and unavoidable environmental 
impacts; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed Project is not programmed with any federal funding, therefore 

the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) does not apply to this Project;  
 

WHEREAS, the 2009 Transportation Plan determined that the Route 311 Connector  
was the preferred alignment as compared to widening existing Route 311; and  

 
WHEREAS, review of all data resulted in VDOT’s recommendation that Option 1 be 

identified as the Preferred Alternative. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the CTB hereby approves the Preferred 

Alternative, Option 1, location of the Route 311 Connector as proposed and presented at the June 
6, 2019 public hearing and as shown in Attachment A.  

 
 

#### 
 



Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) Decision Brief 

Route 311 Connector in Pittsylvania County 

Issue:  The new Route 311 Connector project shall include grading and the construction of two 
(2) 12 ft. lanes of Rural Minor Arterial paved roadway with 8 ft. shoulders along a new 
alignment as Phase 1 of a multi-phased project.  

Facts:  The purpose of the project is as follows:     

• Improve mobility, safety, functionality and connectivity primarily along the US Route 
58 Corridor,  

• Reduce travel times for both employees and freight associated with the developing 
Berry Hill Industrial Park.  The Berry Hill Industrial Park, currently under 
development on 3,528 acres in southwestern Pittsylvania County, will be a major 
regional employment center.   

• To boost economic development and streamline access to this facility.   

Recommendations:  The Virginia Department of Transportation recommends approval of the new 
Route 311 Connector Corridor in its entirety, as proposed and noted in Attachment A.   

Action Required by CTB:  The Code of Virginia §33.1-18, requires the majority vote of 
the CTB to locate and establish the routes to be followed by the roads comprising systems 
of state highways between points designated in the establishment of such systems.  The 
Code of Virginia §33.1-58, requires a majority vote of the CTB to plan, designate, acquire, 
open, construct, reconstruct, improve, maintain, discontinue, abandon and regulate the use 
of highways.   

Result, if Approved:  If approved by the Board, the Route 311 Connector project will 
move forward to the final design phase.   

Options:  Approve, Deny or Defer  

Public Comments/ Reaction:  Fifty-four (54) citizens attended the Location Public 
Hearing.  Most citizens that would be affected by this project supported the project and 
those citizens that expressed opposition to the project were opposed to the project as a 
whole.  The City of Danville, Pittsylvania County and Danville MPO has voiced strong 
support for this project (See attached resolutions in Attachment B). 

 



ATTACHMENT A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 Option 1 (Preferred Alternative) – consists of the shortest alignment, at approximately 2 mi. of 
new construction, to connect Berry Hill Road to the existing Oak Ridge Farm Road Interchange.   

 
• Shortest Alignment 
• Least number of stream crossings 
• Least amount of property impacts 
• Based on a cost comparison of the three options, Option 1 most cost effective option.   

Option 2 – consists of approximately 2.5 miles of new construction to connect Berry Hill  
Road to the existing Oak Ridge Farm Interchange.  The pros and cons of Option 2 are as  
follows:   

 
• Connects to Berry Hill Road in the middle of the Mega Site. 
• Minimizes remnant parcels.  
• The amount of improvements needed on Berry Hill Road for final build out is approximately  

1.5 mi. 
• This option does have one additional stream crossing when compared to the other two  

(2) options.   

Option 3 – consists of approximately 3.5 miles of new construction to Berry Hill Road to the 
 existing Oak Ridge Farm Road interchange.  The pros and cons are as follows:   

 
• Connects to Berry Hill Road at the first pod anticipated to be developed.   
• Least amount of reconstruction of Berry Hill Road.   
• This option has more greenfield property impacts than the other two options.   



ATTACHMENT B 

  











 





CTB PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 
Route 311 Connector Road 

Pittsylvania County 
 

State Project:  0311-108-454 
UPC: 115493 
From: Route	58 
To: Southern	Virginia	Mega	Site 
Project Length: 2.0 mi. 
 
PROJECT HISTORY   
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has a need to improve mobility, safety, 
functionality and connectivity primarily along the US Route 58 Corridor.   The Berry Hill 
Industrial Park, currently under development on 3,528 acres in southwestern Pittsylvania County, 
will be a major regional employment center.  This can be accomplished by providing industrial 
traffic with a direct access point to the Southern Virginia Mega Site via a new Connector Road 
extending from the existing interchange of Oak Ridge Farms Road and Danville Expressway 
(US 58 Bypass) west to Berry Hill Road (US 311).   
 
PROJECT PURPOSE  
The	purpose	of	 the	project	 as	presented	at	 the	Location	Public	Hearing	 is	as	follows:			

 Improve mobility, safety, functionality and connectivity primarily along the US Route 58 
Corridor,  

 Reduce travel times for both employees and freight associated with the developing Berry Hill 
Industrial Park.  The Berry Hill Industrial Park, currently under development on 3,528 acres in 
southwestern Pittsylvania County, will be a major regional employment center.   

 To boost economic development and streamline access to this facility.   
 

The 2009 Transportation Plan determined that the Connector Road was the preferred alternative for 
access to the Industrial Park.  Based on feedback from the MPO and VDOT, further analysis of this 
alternative was desired; specifically three (3) options that focus on the alignment’s connection with 
Berry Hill Road.  With each option, the Connector Road becomes the major through movements for 
traffic to and from the Industrial Park.  It was recommended that the existing Berry Hill Road be 
realigned such that the northern section of Berry Hill Road will intersect the Connector Road at a T 
intersection and the southern section will run onto the Connector Road.   
 
TYPICAL SECTION  
This project will consist of a new connector road, approximately 2.0 miles in length, extending from the 
existing Oak Ridge Farms Road (Route 1260) interchange at the Danville Expressway (U.S. Route 58) 
west to Berry Hill Road (U.S. Route 311) with a design speed of 45 MPH. The geometry of this new 
connector road will comprise 12' travel lanes and 8' shoulders. From the west, the connector road will 
begin at Berry Hill Road, at which point it will supplant the northern portion of Berry Hill Road as 
Route 311 east to the Oak Ridge Farms Road interchange. Approximately 0.3-mile east of where the 
new connector road begins at the existing portion of Berry Hill Road adjacent to the Berry Hill 
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Industrial Park, a new intersection to Berry Hill Road, extending north to Martinsville Highway (U.S 
.Route 58 Business), will be created.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING  
Type-    Location  
Date -   June 6, 2019 
Time -    4 – 6 pm 
Location – Brosville Elementary School Gymnasium, 195 Bulldog Lane Danville, VA 24541 
The Public Hearing utilized an open forum with VDOT and consultant staff.   
 
ATTENDANCE – 
Fifty‐four	(54)	citizens	attended	the	Location	Public	Hearing.	 	
 
COMMENTS RECEIVED  
 Thirty	(30)	comments	were	received	by	letter,	comment	sheet	or	via	email	and	no	oral	comments	
were	given	at	the	Public	Hearing.			Of	the	thirty	(30)	comments	returned,	nine	(9)	supported	the	
project,	 five	 (5)	 supported	 the	 project	with	 conditions,	 thirteen	 (13)	were	 in	 opposition	 to	 the	
project	and	three	(3)	were	non‐committal.	
 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA  
VDOT’s Environmental Division has completed environmental reviews and coordination to identify 
environmental resources in the project vicinity; and provided natural and historic resource agencies 
an opportunity to review and comment on the project during its development.  Determination of the 
potential for environmental impacts upon the local community and surrounding area; and identify 
opportunities for avoidance, minimization and mitigation of potential a n d  u n a v o i d a b l e  
environmental impacts shall be performed during the design development of the project. 
 

ESTIMATED COST –   
Preliminary Engineering     $3.7 million 
Right of Way and Utilities  $3.8 million  
Construction    $26.0 million 
Total estimated cost             $33.5 million 
 
ADVERTISEMENT  
Construction is currently scheduled for September 2022 
 
RIGHT OF WAY  
As currently proposed, seven (7) property owners and parcels will be affected by acquisition of right-of-
way and /or easements along the preferred alignment.  The project is not expected to require 
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displacement and relocation of any businesses nor residences along the Connector Road.  No non-profit 
organizations are being impacted with this project. 
 
TRAFFIC DATA  
Per the Southern Virginia Mega Site at Berry Hill Transportation Update represent the roadway network 
required to support the Mega Site at 2,500 (Year 2022), 5,000 (Year 2032) and 11,500 (Year 2047) 
employees respectively.  The estimated trips generated by type for the 2,500, 5,000, and 11,500 
employees are listed below:   

 
The peak hourly bolume was estimated from the ITE Manual.  To determine the peak hourly volume, it 
was assumed the employee traffic would approximate 67 percent of the overall trips in the peak hour.  
The table below represents the equivalent peak hourly volumes for the 2,500, 5,000, and 11,500 
employee levels of the Mega Site.   
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STAFF RECOMMENDS  
The Virginia Department of Transportation recommends approval of the Route 311 Connector  
location and modification along Route 311 (Berry Hill Road) in its entirety, shown as Option 1 
as proposed and presented at the  June 6, 2019 Location Public Hearing.  
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