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Agenda item # 6     

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
 

 December 9, 2025 
 

MOTION 
 

Made By: Mr. Byers, Seconded By: Mr. Davis 
Action:  Motion Carried, Unanimously 

       
 

Title: Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission SMART SCALE Factor Weighting 
Typology Change  

 
WHEREAS, Section 33.2-214.1 of the Code of Virginia provides that the 

Commonwealth Transportation Board (Board) shall develop a statewide prioritization process for 
certain projects funded by the Board, including those projects allocated funds pursuant to 
sections 33.2-358, 33.2-370 and 33.2-371 of the Code of Virginia, and 
 

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the Office of Intermodal Planning and Investment 
(OIPI), in coordination with the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) and the 
Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT), to implement the statewide prioritization 
process developed by the Board pursuant to Section 2.2-229; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board adopted the SMART SCALE Prioritization Policy on December 

4, 2023, and on January 16, 2024, updated the policy by adopting the Transportation Efficient 
Lanu Use factor; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission (TJPDC) representing 

the counties of Greene, Louisa, Nelson, Fluvanna, and the non-urbanized portion of Albermarle, 
finds that it is in the best interest of the planning district and its rural member jurisdictions to 
change from SMART SCALE Typology Category “C” to Category “D” for SMART SCALE 
Round 7 and future rounds (Attachment 1); and  
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WHEREAS, at the September 4, 2025, meeting of the TJPDC, the Commission voted 
unanimously to pass a resolution requesting the change in SMART SCALE typology. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Commonwealth Transportation Board 

hereby updates the SMART SCALE Prioritization Policy to address the requested TJPDC Factor 
Weighting Typology change from “Category C” to “Category D” for the upcoming SMART 
SCALE Round 7 and future SMART SCALE rounds. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, there are no further SMART SCALE Prioritization 

Policy changes, and the SMART SCALE policy adopted December 4, 2023, titled Adoption of 
Policy and Approval of Guides for Implementation of the SMART SCALE Project Prioritization 
Process shall in all other respects remain unchanged. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board hereby directs OIPI to implement this 

policy change, including but not limited to update of technical and policy documents consistent 
with the SMART SCALE Prioritization Policy. 
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ATTACHMENT 1: Letter from Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission (TJPDC) 

requesting SMART SCALE Typology Change 
 



 

Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) Decision Brief 

Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission SMART SCALE Factor Weighting 
Typology Change 

 
Issue: On September 9, 2025, the Office of Intermodal Planning and Investment (OIPI) received 
a resolution from the Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission (TJPDC) requesting a 
typology change from Area Type C to Area Type D.   
 
Facts:  The Board was presented with the SMART SCALE Typology Change Request Overview 
at the December 9th, 2025 Workshop, reflecting the final recommendations for modifications to 
the TJPDC typology. The PDC is requesting alignment with all other rural PDCs (defined as 
outside an MPO). Currently, TJPDC is the only rural PDC designated as Area Type C; all others 
are designated as Area Type D.  
 
Recommendations: OIPI recommends that the Board approve the TJPDC typology change 
request. 
 
Action Required by CTB: The CTB will be presented with a resolution for a formal vote to revise 
the TJPDC typology from Type C to Area Type D, which requires a majority vote. 
    
Result, if Approved: OIPI will implement the SMART SCALE typology change in 
accordance with the updated SMART SCALE Technical Guide.  
 
Options:  Approve, Deny, or Defer  
 
Public Comments/ Reaction: None 
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RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

CHANGE THE THOMAS JEFFERSON PLANNING DISTRICT COMMISSION SMART SCALE AREA TYPE 

FROM C TO D FOR ROUND 7 AND FUTURE ROUNDS OF SMART SCALE 

WHEREAS, Section 33.2-2141.1 of the Code of Virginia provides that the Commonwealth Transportation Board 
(Board) shall develop a statewide prioritization process for certain projects funded by the Board; and 

WHEREAS, the established biennial project prioritization process for selecting projects to be funded from the 
High Priority Projects (HPP) Program and Highway Construction District Grant Program (DGP) is known as 
SMART SCALE; and 

WHEREAS, Section 33.2-214.1 requires that the CTB solicit input from localities, metropolitan planning 
organizations, transit authorities, transportation authorities, and other stakeholders in its development of the 
prioritization process; and 

WHEREAS, the six factors considered in SMART SCALE scoring include safety, congestion mitigation, 
accessibility, land use, economic development, and environmental quality; and 

WHEREAS, scoring factor weighting is determined by area type category, assigned by planning district 
commission and metropolitan planning organization boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, the Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission (TJPDC) is presently categorized as Area Type C; 
and 

WHEREAS, analyses completed and reviewed by VDOT and TJPDC staff indicates that projects within TJPDC rural 
areas would have generally scored higher in SMART SCALE had TJPDC been Area Type "D" instead of "C"; and 

WHEREAS, a change in area type will affect projects submitted by all rural member jurisdictions; and 

WHEREAS, SMART SCALE Round 7 will begin March 2026 with a final application deadline in August 2026; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the TJPDC and its member jurisdictions for future application submissions 
be scored according to Area Type "D" instead of "C". 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission is in full support and 
requests a change in SMART SCALE area Type from Category "C" to "D". 

Adopted this 4th day of September 2025 by the Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission. 
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